Canyon High School

Course Orientation

Economics

Fall 2010
Miss/Mrs./Ms. Cooper

661-252-6110 ext. 338
mcooper@hartdistrict.org
www.canyonhighcowboys.org
Canyon High School Mission Statement

Canyon High School is committed to excellence through intellectual, social, and cultural achievement. Promoting curiosity, creativity, responsibility, logical thinking, decision-making, and an appreciation for self and others enhances the development of each student as a unique individual.
Dear Students and Parents:

This is your final year!  It sounds scary and exciting in the same breath.  This orientation is a tool that will help guide you through the next semester.  My hope is that by the end of the semester you will be prepared not only to take the on college level economics courses, but will be smarter, more savvy consumers with a broad understanding of current events and what role economics plays on the world stage.  Together, we can make it through these next few months successfully!  
CANYON GRADUATES WILL BE:

I. CRITICAL THINKERS WHO:

· Actively engage in asking essential questions and weighing critical evidence

· Employ critical thinking strategies to analyze and interpret information and solve problems creatively

· Access and analyze a variety of resources effectively

Students will master fundamental economic concepts, applying tools (graphs, statistics, equations) from other subject areas to an understanding of economic systems. Studied in a historical context are the basic principals of micro- and macro-economics, international economics, comparative economic systems, measurements and methods. Emphasis is put on personal finances (credit, mortgages, banking) and global economics. 

State Standards - Economics

12.1 Students understand common economic terms and concepts and economic reasoning. 

12.2 Students analyze the elements of America's market economy in a global setting. 

12.3 Students analyze the influence of the federal government on the American economy. 

12.4 Students analyze the elements of the U.S. labor market in a global setting. 

12.5 Students analyze the aggregate economic behavior of the U.S. economy. 

12.6 Students analyze issues of international trade and explain how the U.S. economy affects, and is affected by, economic forces beyond the United State's borders.
Semester Assignments
· Economic journals, notes & tests (essay, short answer, multiple choice)

· In-class reading assignments

· Current Events

· Personal Project
· Standard of Living Report
· Global Economic Summit – 11/17

Students will be using a variety of resources (articles, internet, book sources, personal experiences) to analyze economic principles and to apply this information and develop opinions in the global economic world.  Through the International Economic Summit, students will engage with other “countries” of the world and experience first hand the difficulties first, second and third world countries have in the domestic and foreign setting. 
Required Supplies


Pen or pencil


Lined Paper


Highlighter


3-Ring Binder & Dividers

School Email Address
Daily Planner
Dividers



Workbook provided
Suggested purchase:  Memory Stick
School Store Supplies:  You can buy from the school store at brunch and lunch, pencils, spiral notebooks, colored pencils and poster boards.  There is no reason for you not to be prepared!
Textbook:  Economics New Ways of Thinking – replacement cost:  $80.00
There is a class set of books in the classroom for daily use. They can be checked out from the library for completing assignments, make-ups or studying for tests. Students are responsible for the condition of books at all times.  
II. EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS WHO:

· Write with clarity, speak with purpose, and read with comprehension

· Successfully listen, interpret, and synthesize information

· Proficiently present ideas using technology

Throughout this course, students will be required to read about economics in different formats which enable them to develop a thesis and support that idea through current events.  Furthermore, students will share their ideas with the class and interact with each other’s opinions.  This will prepare students to effectively participate in the real world setting.  
Expectations
· Be challenged!

· Be prepared!

· Be organized!

· Be responsible!


 I have high expectations for students and consider their efforts to be very important.   This course is a requirement for graduation; therefore failure to pass this course will affect your graduation status. Please read this orientation carefully and share it with your parents. This is your first class involving social science theory. Until now, you have been concerned with dates, names, places and some basic concepts and theories. Economics is not hard, actually it’s quite easy, but be prepared to think and to share your ideas.  

III. CREATIVE PROBLEM SOLVERS WHO:

· Understand that problem-solving takes initiative and may require several attempts to find an effective solution

· Identify and implement resources to analyze problems and use innovative strategies to solve them

· Understand and practice conflict resolution skills

Achieving academic success is a partnership between me and the students and between the students themselves.  Daily students will be involved with peer situations but also world situations that will require them to solve issues, whether real or fictional.  Through the International Economic Summit, students will simulate the issues within their assigned country and develop action plans to improve the standard of living within that country.  Through debating and negotiations, students will perform the skills necessary to resolve these economic and political conflicts.  Through understanding the economic principles, students will be able to grasp the struggles our economy is facing today.  Success is dependent upon following guidelines within the classroom for all to succeed. 
Classroom Guidelines
1.  You are responsible for your own actions.  
2.  Be respectful of other student’s ideas and personal beliefs

3.  Come to class prepared to work and learn, it’s your job!

4.  Be on time to class every day!

5.  No food or drink in B8 or any room used for class.

6.  TURN OFF YOUR CELLPHONES AND iPODS.  I will take them and call your parents from your cell phone!

7.  You are seniors…enough said.  

Discipline Policy:  You are seniors!  I will treat as the semi-adults that you are and expect you to behave in such a manner.  If a situation arises, I will first speak with you about it and see if we can come to a resolution to prevent any misunderstandings.  I will also employ the resources of the Administration and parent meetings.  Please speak with me about any problem you might be having either with me or with other students to assure your success within the classroom.
Grading System:  You will be graded on all assignments.  Assignments associated with the International Summit are valued highest since a significant amount of your efforts will be utilized in this area.   Extra credit is not an option at this point!

A
100%  to  90%


B
  89%  to  80%


C
  79%  to  70%


D
  69%  to  60%


F
  59%  to    0%

Homework Policy:  All homework assignments are to be typed and double spaced, excluding book work.  Any work that is not completed in class becomes homework. All homework assignments are due the NEXT day.  Assignments are given with ample notice that you can plan your week and extra-curricular activities and build in time to complete your homework assignments.  Therefore, I do not accept late work!  
IV. ACADEMICALLY COMPETENT INDIVIDUALS WHO:

· Use the tools of learning to access knowledge across the curriculum as well as in everyday, social situations

· Read and comprehend written material and write in a logical and coherent manner

· Use technology and other resources to organize, analyze, and present data

Conference:  My planning period is 6th period, 1:00-2:00.  However, I will need to know in advance that you’d like to set up some time.  I am also available at other times of the day – before school, brunch, lunch.
Intervention Opportunities:  Tutoring Tuesdays, Saturday School
Technology and communication:  We will be using a wide variety of resources to access and use, primarily the internet and email.   As an environmentally conscious person and school, we will an almost paperless class.  Frequently, usually weekly, I will be e-mailing you and your parents information and assignments.  (I will also be posting the assignments on the board.)  It is imperative that you utilize your school email address.   We also have a website on which assignments and information will be posted for you to access.  I do understand that you may not have computer access at home.  However, there are many places that you do have access to computers:  school library; my classroom has 2 computers for students to use; B-core and other cores if there is a teacher that will allow you to be in there;  and the public library.  
It is vital that parents contact me immediately at any sign of a problem with either your performance or the class activities.  I am more than happy to talk with you and/or your parents regarding your performance or grades, however, you or they will need to make an appointment to have the meeting.  I will answer phone calls, but it’s not guaranteed that I will answer them the same day.  The best way for parents to get in touch with me is via email.  Moreover, you are encouraged to communicate with me via email as well, especially when you are absent.  This is the best way for me to tell you what you’ve missed because it is your responsibility to obtain your make-up work - not your parents and not mine!!!
V.
LIFE-LONG LEARNERS WHO:

· Prepare and adapt to a global job market with ever-changing technology

· Develop goals and use effective learning strategies for post high school self-improvement

· Understand and appreciate the importance of continued personal growth and development through the pursuit of healthy lifestyles, civic responsibility, and cultural awareness

Attendance and Tardy Policy:  Being in class is vital to your success.  We are interacting and learning together every day, and when you are not here, you cannot learn and will miss information.  In the real world, tardies and absences could cause you to lose your job.  Right now, being a student is your MAIN job!  Tardies are counted when a student is not in their seat when the bell rings.  Remember, excessive tardies and absences will result in the school’s policy of detentions and Saturday school. As a district policy, after 15 absences the student may fail the class. Yes, I do enforce this. 

Canyon High School

Course Orientation Signature Page

(Please note that all information you provide will be kept confidential.)
	Student Name
	
	Period #:
	

	Home Phone
	

	Student Cell phone:
	

	Parent/Guardian name & cell phone
	

	Parent/Guardian name & cell phone
	

	Parent/Guardian email
	

	Parent/Guardian email
	

	
	

	From the parent/guardian to the teacher: 

	Here is some important information that I would like you to know about my child:

	

	

	

	
	

	From the student to the teacher:

	Here is some important information that I would like you to know about me:

	

	

	

	
	

	My signature below indicates that I have read, understand, and agree to the requirements for my Economics class as outline in this course orientation.

	Student Signature
	
	Date:
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	
	Date:
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	
	Date:
	


